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The Chairmanôs column 

This will probably be the last time I write in 
the newsletter as ñchairpersonò. Over the 18 
months or so that Iôve been in the role, I think 
weôve achieved a lot in Derbyshire and have 
grown enormously ðour reputation just as 
much as in actual numbers!  

It has been loads of fun, very rewarding and 
Iôve met some amazing people along the way. 
But starting a new career means it is time for 
me to have a bit of a re -think about my contri-

bution to Scouting.  

And that isnôt the only potential change on 
the way ðjust see the bit in this newsletter 
about ñEvolutionò for a hint as to what is to 
come. Some exciting ideas have been put for-
ward that will help make Derbyshire Network 
even better and more accessible to everyone 
Through the ñEvolutionò event we want to get 
everyone on board and drive Network forward. 
Here in Derbyshire we have been told many 
times that we are leading the way in many re-
spects and this will ensure that we are able to 

continue building on that success.  

Iôll hopefully be handing over to a new 
chairperson as part of this but will be taking up 
a slightly different role on the Network team.  

See you all at County Ball ðif not before.  

Dan Weaver  
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Are you passionate about Scouting?  

Do you want to get your voice heard?  

The Scout Association is looking for two people aged 

14 - 25 to represent the UK at the European Scout Con-

ference in Brussels from 17 to 21 July 2010. The con-

ference happens every three years and is held jointly 

with the European Guide Region. It drives the devel-

opment of both movements in  Europe.  

As part of the UK delegation you will take a fully active 

role in all discussions and seminars, engaging with 

others and debating potential ways forward for the 

movement over the next three years. You may also 

have the opportunity to take part in the electoral proc-

ess at the conference.  

This is a fantastic opportunity to experience Scouting 

on an international level, to meet new people, to learn 

how Scouting operates between the European organi-

sations and to form lasting partnerships with Scouts 

and Guides from across the continent.  

Candidates will need to be passionate, articulate, en-

gaging, willing to voice their opinion and be a dynamic 

part of the UK delegation. However, they need not 

have any prior experience of attending conferences. 

All expenses will be paid for and full training and sup-

port will be provided in the build up to the event.  

Applications close on Monday 11 January 2010.  

Visit www.scouts.org.uk/eurosc  for details.  

Flying High  

Tickets for Derby East Districtôs annual show, Flying High 
2010, are now available. Visit the Derby Live website at 

www.derbylive.co.uk ; where you can see information about 
the show and buy tickets. Or if you prefer, telephone the 
box office on 01332 255800. The tickets are good value for 
money at £12 and £9 for concessions at the Derby Theatre. 
Get yours now to get the best seats! Showing between 23 
and 27 February 2010 at the Derby Theatre. Visit the show 
website at www.flyinghigh.org.uk  

Congratulations...  

...to Ben and Sophie of Fusion Network, who recently got 
married. We wish you both all the best for the future!  

East Midlands Regional Network Support Group  

This group for the East Midlands region has recently been 
set up to support the Scout Network teams from Derby-
shire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and 
Nottinghamshire. With the support of the Regional Develop-
ment Service and the National Advisor for Scout Network, 
weôre working together to identify and address common is-
sues within the section across the region; such as member-
ship records and training of Network Leaders. It should be a 
great opportunity for us to learn off our neighbours; whilst 

also sharing some of 
the good work weôve 

done in Derbyshire. 
Watch this space for 

developments!  

It is very important that all Network members are regis-
tered correctly; otherwise you may not be insured to take 
part in Network activities and are not a member of the 
Scout Association. You will also miss out on the quarterly 
magazine and wonôt receive a membership card, which in 
future may be used to gain access to many Network events.  

Please email Lucy with your name, date of birth and name 
of the Network you are involved in so she can check the na-
tional database. If you are not involved in any particular 
Network, or Network is not fully up and running in your Dis-
trict, please email anyway as you can still join in with the 
county events; such as the abseil on the 6th December.  

If you are a Network leader or chairperson and already 
have a list of members, please forward these to Lucy.  

 Lucy Robinson:  lucyjanerobinson@hotmail.co.uk  

IMPORTANT:  Updating of membership details  

http://www.derbyshirenetwork.org.uk
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I donôt mean to rub it in (much), but commis-
erations to Quest Network, who handed over the 
fancy dress trophy to Phoenix Network after they 

won the Alton Towers Camp 2009 fancy dress 
competition.  

Well done to the Phoenix Network Barbie Girls 
for reclaiming the trophy after three yearôs of 
Quest domination.  

The 2010 event  

Alton Towers Camp 

is scheduled to take 
place over the same 
weekend next year; 
15 -17 October 2010.  

Get the date in 
your diary now!  

Weôre hoping to im-
prove the event fur-
ther and introduce 
several new aspects. 
Ideas so far include 
the introduction of 

online booking, an 
option for water park 
tickets and small 
changes to the site 
layout.  

If you have any 
feedback com-
ments, then please 
get in touch.  

We will also be on 
the look out for addi-

tional organising 
team members to 
look after specific 
aspects of the event.  

Please get in touch 
if you would like to 
help us out.  

The Barbie girls of Phoenix Network claim victory in the fancy dress  

The Quest Network inmates on their day out at Alton Towers  
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After the success of ATC 
2008, this yearôs event was 
much anticipated. For sev-
eral months, the organising 
team worked hard to pro-
mote the event to Networks 
across the country and to 

put everything in place to 
make ATC 2009 bigger and 
better than before.  

So it was a relief when it 
all finally came together: 
over 200 people turned up, 
Spud and the band didn't 
blow the electrics, the sau-
sages didnôt get burned and 
Quest didnôt win the Derby-
shire fancy dress trophy.  

Arriving in a prison van (a 

trailer towed by the Drum 
Hill tractor!) was impressive, 
but not quite enough to con-
vince the band, ñZephyrò, 
who entertained us with their 
covers of well known tunes 
by bands from the Kings of 
Leon to The Jam.  

Another excellent en-
try was by Fusion, with 
their military theme. 
The  Meek brothers de-
serve a special men-
tion for their fantas-
tic renditions of a 

Spitfire and a tank!  

In the end, one member 
of Quest did win the individ-
ual fancy dress prize ð
dressed as Hannibal Lecter ð
whilst Oblivion Network from 
Essex won the prize for best 
non -Derbyshire group entry, 
dressed as the Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtles (remember 
them?).  

Dan Weaver  

Left over sausages...  

As quite a number of people 
skipped Sunday breakfast, we 

were left with a large quantity of 
uncooked sausages and cobs. We 

were pleased to donate these to 
the Padley Day Centre on Becket 

Street in Derby.  


